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 MESSAGE FROM THE AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

 
 
 
We, the collective citizens of St. Mary’s County that make up the Airport Advisory Committee, have the distinct pleasure 
of working with industrious businessmen, engaged county leadership and visionary educators to guide the growth of our 
airport. To the uninitiated, St. Mary’s County Airport, (2W6) is a small civil airstrip tucked between one of the nation’s 
busiest, restrictive air corridors and the world’s premiere development and test sites for maritime aviation. It’s only 
fitting based on this environment that St. Mary’s Airport continues its expansion and growth to support all facets of 
aviation, business, technology and education. Our report for 2017 is marked with achievements that peer airports would 
be proud to have over the full course of their history. The highlights below cover just a twelve month period with the 
promise of far more significant gains in the coming years. 
 
The challenge for the county leadership will be maintaining a balance between sustainable growth with adequate safety 
for pilots, UAS operators and residence within the Airport Operating Area and maintaining the essence of St. Mary’s 
rural community affording us all a high quality of life. The trajectory for the Airport Advisory Committee in 2018 is to 
understand basic civic, business, government and technological influences on 2W6 and translate that data to actionable 
information. As this aggregate learning occurs, we will then provide specific recommendations to the Director of Public 
Works and Transportation, who will in turn provide alternatives for the elected Commissioners to debate and determine 
actions. The current recommendations mentioned in this report are based on committee input as well as those provided 
by businessmen currently engaged in the management and expansion of the airport. 
 
 Going forward, the Airport Committee extends an open invitation to the greater St. Mary’s community and its 
leadership to attend our monthly meetings. The value of our discussions and resulting recommendations depends on 
continued engagement from anyone interested in the purposeful development of this national treasure.  
 
From our perspective, 2W6 has nothing but clear skies ahead. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
The St. Mary’s County Airport Advisory Committee submits this 2017 annual report. The report 
contains the following noteworthy achievements:  
 

 Maryland State and Local elected leadership took part in the opening of the Technology 
Incubator under the management of the University of Maryland. Synergies with businesses, 
UMD educational facilities and Federal Government interests provide the county limitless 
possibilities for future gains. 

 
 Development of airport related facilities by S. Hunt Aero, LLC has begun with construction well 

underway, completing and occupying an additional 21 Box and 14 T-hangar spaces as of 
December 2017.  

 
 Economic Impact – Based upon the State’s 2015 report, business revenues exceeded $49M with 

346 direct and indirect jobs and an estimated $570,000 of first order indirect economic benefits 
due to payroll taxes. The Office of Regional Aviation Assistance has indicated that the three-year 
update to the report will be issued in 2018. 

 
 Annual Budgeting - Capital Budget Improvements remain on track with the 2002 Master Plan 

with major construction planned for completion within the next six years. In FY2017, the airport 
operated at a net gain of $21,607 when comparing direct operational expenses and direct 
revenues. This figure is up from the net gain of $1,268 in 2016.  

 
 Airport Activity and Capacity – A total of 178 aircraft reside at the airport as of January 2018. 

The airport is currently at capacity with near term growth planned that will accommodate the 
existing 10 aircraft waiting for occupancy.  

 
 Airport Rules and Minimum Standards – Received numerous public comments to the proposed 

rules and minimum standards that will help to better align the documents to the needs of the 
airport.  

 

 
Figure 1  2017 Hailed the Opening of the Technology Incubator 
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INTRODUCTION  
Purpose and Goals of the Committee  
The Committee consists of nine (9) members whose role is to advise the Commissioners of St. Mary’s 
County (CSMC) and County Government Airport Management on future planning, development and 
opportunities related to general aviation that might affect this important County asset. The Committee 
meets on the fourth Monday of each month in the conference room of the Captain Walter F. Duke 
Terminal Building in California, Maryland unless otherwise indicated or if a special meeting is necessary. 
Table 1 details the attendance record of the committee members.  
 

Table 1 AAC Attendance 2017 

Committee Membership and Attendance for CY 2017  
The purpose of the committee is to provide advice and assistance concerning the development, 
management safety and security of the airport to the elected Board of Commissioners.  Objectives of the 
Committee are: 

 Ensure safe and secure facilities for general aviation; 
 Promote safe ground and flight operations 
 Improve economic development potential; 
 Complete the extension of the runway and relocation of the taxiway to meet or exceed 

Federal Aviation Administration standards for the Airport Reference Code (B-II large, 
aircraft less than 12,500 lbs.); 

 Protect and enhance airspace and approaches 
 Ensure that commercial, private and public development in and around the airport meets 

standards with respect to safety and noise. 
 Promote the sustainment and growth of general aviation through local activities that 

showcase the airport to the general public, introduce youth to potential aviation careers, 
and support Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) education 

The Airport Operations Division of the Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T), 
which has no permanently assigned staff, provides administrative staff support and valuable technical 
input to the Airport Advisory Committee. Currently, the Airport Manager duties are performed by the 

Last First JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Name Name 22-Jan 27-Feb 27-Mar 24-Apr 22-May 26-Jun no mtg 28-Aug 25-Sep 23-Oct no mtg 4-Dec

Officers:

Anderson Erik P P P P P E P P P

Schroeder Brian P P P P E ===== ===== ===== =====

Klapka Ted P P P P P P P P P

Lightstone Robert ===== ===== ===== ===== P P P P P

Members:

Adair Terry P P P E P P P P E

Barthelme Bryan P E P P P E E P P

Giordano Luigi E P P A R ===== ===== ===== ===== =====

Hicks Jimmy ===== ===== ===== ===== ===== P P E P

Olmeda Kazvin P P P P P P P P

Pearce Robert P P P P R ===== ===== ===== ===== =====

Pratson Eric P P P P E P P P P

Swygert Andre ===== ===== ===== ===== P P P P P

Willard Hal E E E R ===== ===== ===== ===== =====

P Present

E Excused

A Absent

R Resigned

===== Not on 

By-Laws Section 6: If any appointed member 

fails to attend three (3) consecutive regular 

meetings, with or without reasonable cause, or 

is absent from 50% of the regularly scheduled 

meetings during any calendar year, the 

Chairperson shall notify the County 

Administrator of the absences.
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Director of the DPW&T, however, as the airport grows the committee acknowledges that a permanent 
on airfield full-time airport manager should be considered within the next planning period due to the 
increased scope and influence of airfield operations by the addition of a full-time equivalent (FTE) 
position. As the management responsibilities are currently structured, the St. Mary’s County Engineering 
Services Division assists the airport management needs by providing capital improvement and 
management assistance. The St. Mary’s County Building Services Division also assists the Airport 
Manager by providing facilities maintenance services. A Private-Public relationship for airfield operations 
was established via the 2005 Operating Agreement with the primary Fixed Base Operator (Referenced 
below as Airtec, Inc.) who provides daily operational support in lieu of a full-time onsite Airport 
Manager.   
 
WELCOME AND THANK YOU  
 
The Committee would like to recognize Mr. John Deatrick as the new Director of Public Works and 
Transportation and for his continued support of the airport as the acting Airport Manager. Mr. Deatrick 
is assisted by outstanding staff support which he directs through Mr. Gary Whipple and Mr. Bob 
Carlton. Both Gary and Bob provided countless hours of self-directed support to the committee during 
the Director’s search and hiring period. The Committee wishes to extend its recognition of the County 
Highways & Building Services Divisions of the DPW&T, the Department of Recreation & Parks, 
Department of Development (DED), Department of Land Use & Growth Management, Department of 
Finance, the Chamber of Commerce, Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 
and fixed based tenants on the airfield for their continued assistance over the past year. Finally, we wish 
to recognize the outstanding leadership Mr. Erik Anderson provided as committee chairman in 2017. 
The board is fortunate to gain the sage advice and volunteer efforts of Mr. James Alexander, Ms. Carrie 
Kelly and Mr. Craig Nixon for 2018. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  
“To satisfy aviation demand and promote airport development that both integrates with the community 
and serves the region’s general aviation and corporate pilots.”  

 
ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2017  
 
S. Hunt Aero, LLC Construction of new facilities  
 
S. Hunt Aero, LLC is a private entrepreneur development company with a vested market driven 
approach to excellence in developing aviation related facilities at St. Mary’s County airport. As of 
December 31, 2017, Hangars R, S, T, U, V and W have been constructed, adding 21 Box and 14 T-
hangar spaces to the airport inventory. This has reduced the waiting list by 72 from 80 in February 2015 
to 8 in December 2017. On September 29, 2016, another land dedication/leaseback of 1.18 acres was 
completed. This area now houses the new 6,000 Sq. Ft Technology Incubator and the 7,650 Sq. Ft Pax 
Aero Solutions facility for their fabrication operations.    
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Additionally, in November of 2017, a 
9,350 Sq. ft. hangar was completed to 
house a DC-3 for ASEC. The DC-3 is the 
largest aircraft based at the airport which 
also required S Hunt Aero to build 
additional taxiway to access the new 
hangar.  This hangar marks the beginning 
of the west end airport infrastructure 
development and will be the anchor for 
future large facilities.  These facilities can 
be located on existing airport property 
once this property is added to the 14.7 
acres that S Hunt Aero, LLC donated to 
the county in 2017. S. Hunt Aero, LLC is 

further attempting to attract an avionics shop and additional aircraft maintenance facilities needed to 
support the growing demand in general aviation.  
 
S Hunt Aero, LLC is currently in the process of obtaining approvals for 3 adjacent office/flex buildings 
totaling approximately 39,860 SF.  These will be adjacent to the new loop road that S Hunt Aero, LLC 
has graded.  These buildings will house airport/aviation type uses. S Hunt Aero, LLC is also upgrading 
the airport sewer pump station to current standards and has already run water and electric as far west as 
the DC-3 Hangar mentioned above. 

 

Figure 2 2W6 Facilities 
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Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Development – University of Maryland:  

 

 
Figure 3 UMD UAS flown from Crisfield, MD 

 
The University of Maryland (UMD) UAS Test Site experienced significant growth and 

activity during 2017.  The year began with an overseas deployment to Belize in January to map 
14,000 acres of rain forest as part of a five-year anthropology study.  UMD gained valuable 
experience in Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) UAS operations which will be applied to future 
domestic operations.  Working with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), the UMD team deployed to Red Lake, AZ in April to conduct calibration/validation of 
sensors aboard the new GOES-16 weather satellite.   

 

 
Figure 4 Hand-Launched UAS Flight Preparation 

The month of May took us to Dallas, TX for Xponential, the UAS industry’s largest 
tradeshow, where UMD and the Maryland Department of Commerce co-sponsored the largest state 
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booth with participation from eight Maryland UAS companies.  Summer brought ten talented 
college interns to the test site, who challenged themselves with some amazing technical projects – 
many of which were flown at 2W6.   

 
In July, UMD conducted flight testing of small satellite radios for the US Air Force, and 

started ongoing flights with NASA and the US Department of Agriculture on hyperspectral crop 
imaging and validation of satellite fire detection sensors.  The UMD UAS fleet expanded to more 
than 50 in August with the arrival of 11 former Navy RQ-23 Tigersharks.  These 500-lb aircraft are 
being upgraded and will initially support NAVAIR projects with technology transferable to 
civil/commercial applications.  UAS video footage was live-streamed from the path of totality in 
Wyoming and South Carolina during the total solar eclipse in August.   

 

 
Figure 5 UMD Test Flight Preparation 

 
In September, an experimental radar was located at the airport and tested by flying UAS at 

several kilometers’ distance to gauge the radar’s detection capability.  UMD’s first flight in restricted 
airspace was flown from Crisfield, MD on the eastern shore in November, with the Talon 240G 
climbing over the Chesapeake Bay while under the watchful eye of NAS Patuxent River.  Many 
other projects and activities were completed as well with customers from government, academia, 
and industry. 

   The University of Maryland UAS Test Site is happy to call the St. Mary’s County Regional 
Airport home, and routinely conducts safe UAS flight operations there alongside manned general 
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aviation aircraft.  The test site also serves as the technology anchor for new businesses in the airport 
community.  These include Techport at the Airport, a technology incubator opened by Governor 
Larry Hogan, Congressman Steny Hoyer, and other dignitaries in December and managed by the 
University of Maryland; and the University System of Maryland’s (USM) Academic, Engineering, 
and Research Center to be built on the Southern Maryland Higher Education Center (SMHEC) 
campus.  State funding of $28.4 million was recently approved to allow construction to start this 
summer on the 80,000 square foot, $80 million facility focusing on autonomous and unmanned 
systems research and development.  A merger between USM and SMHEC is currently in work with 
USM expected to assume operation of the SMHEC on July 1st, 2018.    
 

 
Figure 6 Airport View as Taken from a UMD UAS 
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Safety & Security – (a) The Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) conducted their annual licensing 
inspection on April 11, 2017, and several Airport Advisory Committee members conducted their annual 
safety inspection of the airport on May 6, 2017. Report findings on airfield lighting and runway 
pavement damage were subsequently repaired.   PAPI damage on R/W 29 approach was repaired by the 
Building Services Division in November 2017. (b) The voluntary Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
(AOPA) Airport Watch Program continues to enhance security and a sense of ownership among airport 
tenants as evidenced by no reported Office of the Sheriff responses to the airport for security related 
matters.  

 
 
Economic Impact–. The MAA issued the updated economic impact report in July 2015. Below is a 
graphical depiction of the economic impact at St. Mary’s County Regional Airport as reported in the 
2015 report.  
 

 
 
The following commercial services are provided at the airport:  

Airtec, Inc. (FBO services & Hangar Leasing) - Since 1987 AIRTEC provides aircraft maintenance, 
line service, hangar rental, transit aircraft and aircraft fueling. AIRTEC is also an aviation and technology 
integration company that specializes in maritime radar surveillance, range safety, and airborne telemetry 
flight operations, priority air transport, Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR), safety, 
maintenance, training, equipment integration and sensor operation.  

Chesapeake Aerial Imaging (Aerial photography)  

Chesapeake Aviation Services (Aircraft Maintenance Facility)  

D&P Testing – FAA Licensed Part 145 Repair Station for maintenance, preventative maintenance, 
inspection and alteration of aircraft.  

Piedmont Flight Center (Flight school) provides not only flight training but also a UAS (drone) 
license course 

Navy Annapolis Flight Center (NAFC) provides both Part 141 and Part 61 flight training programs.  
St. Mary’s Hangar Association, Inc. (Hangar Leasing)  

MedSTAR Flight Operations supporting St. Mary’s and Calvert Memorial hospitals  
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S. Hunt Aero, LLC – The company continues in developing general aviation hangars, commercial 
hangars, office/R&D buildings and production facilities. This rapid growth of St. Mary’s County Airport 
would not be possible without this substantial corporate involvement.  
 
Community Outreach – (a) On June 10, 2017 the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 478 
sponsored their annual Young Eagles Rally at the St. Mary’s County Regional Airport. The weather was 
favorable, and 84 youth, ages 8-17, received a free airplane ride. 11 pilots volunteered their aircraft. The 
local Civil Air Patrol squadron provided ground support and flight line safety.  Chapter 478 flew a total 
of 205 Young Eagles in 2017, and nearly 2,900 total since 1992.  
 

                                                                                                                  
 
(b) The St. Mary’s County Airport community maintains a Yahoo User Group website at 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/2W6Users/info.  DPW&T posts airport related information to 
this site.  link for airport tenants on its Yahoo User Group website. The 2W6 User Group is an 
opportunity to share thoughts, suggestions and concerns about the airport and to disseminate important 
information to airport users. The group has 134 members as of January 2018.  
 
Highlighted Activities –  
(a) Nalls Aviation is an especially noteworthy aerobatic team at St. Mary’s County Regional airport. Art 
Nalls holds the distinct honor of owning and operating the world’s only civilian AV-8A Sea Harrier jet 
and has been recognized by the Washington Post, Classic Aircraft magazine, Aeroplane Monthly, and 
Jets Monthly publications. The Harrier team consists of up to 28 local county residents who maintain the 
aircraft during the busy national airshow season. Nalls Aviation obtained a second Harrier in 2015, and 
also has an L-39 Albatross jet trainer. Art Nalls, his Harrier, and the St. Mary’s County Airport were 
featured in the AARP – YouTube video series “Badass Pilot – The Series” in late 2017. 
 
  

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/2W6Users/info
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(b) Airport Open House 2017 

         
 

Approximately 500 people attended the St. Mary’s Airport Open House Oct. 7, 2017, sponsored by Piedmont Flight 

Center. Including: 

Drone Demos 

 Flybys 

 Magic Show     

 Drone Demos 

 Raffle Drawing 

The day offered good food from Linda’s On the Go, STEM activities including robotics teams from St. Mary’s 

County schools, a kids corner complete with balsa airplane construction and races and the magician Reggie Rice. 

There was even a vintage classic car display. And, of course, demonstrations and displays of airplanes and drones. 

    

Some unusual and even spectacular examples of the range of aircraft that make St. Mary’s their home were on 

display. From Art Nalls’ iconic Sea Harrier and L-39; to the “Pegasus”, an amphibious Grumman Albatross to the 

DC-3. Small general aviation aircraft including many unique models both modern and vintage were on display too.  

In addition to the planes, a Robinson R-44 helicopter was 

on display, and since St. Mary’s is home to the 

University of Maryland’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

Test Site, drones were demonstrated as well.  

Of note, the Pegasus participated in three Hurricane 

Relief missions, shuttling desperately needed relief 

supplies to the US Virgin Islands in October and early 

November. 

https://www.flywithpiedmont.com/
https://www.flywithpiedmont.com/
https://lexleader.net/local-banker-crews-nalls-l-39-albatros/
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Annual Budgeting –  
 
(a) The draft FY2019 Capital Budget Master Plan Improvements includes $4,000,000 to construct the 
first phase of the taxiway relocation and runway extension. FAA funding is 90% with the State and 
County providing 5% each. Since 1978, the Federal and State Aviation Administrations have funded 29 
projects at the St. Mary’s County Regional Airport in excess of $17.8 million.  
 

 
 
(b) The Capital Budget also includes $3,400,000 to construct relocated Airport Loop Road in FY2020 
and $2,800,000 for apron/ramp construction in FY2021.  
 
(c) The airport is not operated as a cost center and has no assigned staff. Reported expenses for FY2017 
totaled $90,389 (excluding airfield paving maintenance) consisting of $43,363 on facility 
maintenance/utilities, $24,800 for electric, to include navigational aids and lighting, $9,276 for insurance 
and $12,949 for grounds maintenance. Reported revenues totaled $111,996 consisting of tie-down and 
hangar rentals, office space rent and fuel sales. This represents an overall direct expense level above 
direct revenues for a net gain of $21,607 according to current convention.  If the capital expenses of 
pavement crack sealing are added as an expense, the loss becomes $61,255.  It should be noted that 
additional revenue can be generated by hiring the Airport Manager to assume the tie-down lease 
management, and possibly other services, and renegotiate the Operating Agreement.  
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However, Direct, Induced, and Indirect economic benefits, such as payroll taxes and business revenue 
taxes, are estimated by the State’s 2015 report to total 346 jobs. First order indirect economic benefits 
are estimated to be  $570,000 in payroll taxes.  

346 jobs @ $1,000,000/9 employees (per State) = $38,000,000 total income generated  
Assume half of 346 reside in St. Mary’s County = $19,000,000  
Times 0.030 County rate = $ 570,000  
 

Airspace Protection & Encroachment – The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance Chapter 43 
provisions with respect to Airport Environment and Tower installations implemented by the Board of 
County Commissioners has served the Airport well by preventing penetrations to FAR Part 77 surfaces 
and preserving airport approach minimums. In CY2017, the DPW&T reviewed and commented on a 
total of 28 development review proposals. Four proposals required notes to the Land Use and Growth 
Management Department to either have notes added on the record plat to record the public’s airspace 
rights and owner’s responsibilities to avoid creating obstructions or to identify potential hazards such as 
surface mines and communication towers.  
 
Airport Capacity – There continues to be a shortage of aircraft parking and storage facilities at the 
airport, as well as maintenance providers to service the burgeoning activity at 2W6. The recent hangar 
construction has diminished the waiting list for hangars and parking.  
(a) The FAA’s National Based Aircraft Inventory was updated in January 2018 to assist the FAA is 
administering its various national airspace planning programs. The data update ensures that all planes are 
accounted for by location and tail number and is a requirement for receiving continued Federal and State 
funding. Based aircraft totals for the last five years are indicated below. As of January, 2018, 178 total 
aircraft are recorded in the inventory; 173 fixed wing (including 7 gliders and 3 jets) and 5 rotary wing.  
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Figure 7 AV-8A Sea Harrier 

 
 
Aviation Systems Engineering Company (ASEC) moved its newest asset, a DC-3 Basler Turboprop conversion 

aircraft, into its hangar at St Mary’s County Airport this last November. With the support of the State and St Mary’s 

County, S. Hunt Aero LLC was able to rapidly construct a hangar and taxiway to support its operation here in 

Southern Maryland and is paving the way for other commercial operations. ASEC, a veteran owned small business 

started in St Mary’s County in 2004, is currently operating three aircraft supporting various US Navy and 

commercial contracts.  Its latest addition, the DC-3 aircraft, is a 1944 aircraft that went through a major rework to 

upgrade to Turboprop propulsion in 1990.  Recently acquired from the United States Forest Service, this venerable 

aircraft provides a very reliable and capable aircraft to support NAS Patuxent River programs and is scheduled to 

remain here for at least the next four years.  ASEC aviation programs brings over $4M of revenue per year into this 

locally based small business.  

 
 
 

 
Figure 8 ASEC DC-3 "Blaster" 
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(b) Total airport capacity is 63 tie-down spaces and 133 hangar spaces. The waiting list, as of October 
2016, contains 10 requests for T-hangar space, 0 corporate hangar requests, and 0 requests for tie-down 
space. Note that the waiting list is currently 100% satisfied as those on the waiting list who were ready to 
make the commitment have been moved into a hangar. Some entities on the waiting list are there in 
anticipation of a future need. 
 
Operational Data - Each take-off and landing is considered a separate aviation-related operation. 2016 
estimates are based upon MAA acoustical sensor study provided January 9, 2017. The acoustical study is 
conducted every three years. Using the data provided by the recent report, the County estimated that 
2016 Annual operations were 29,926 with a 95% confidence interval of 3,855. Due to glider and rotary 
wing operations, MAA recommended in 2013 that the County use the higher end of the confidence 
interval. Therefore, adding 95% of the confidence interval (3,662) to the base number (29,926) yields a 
total estimate of 33,588. This number is a 20% decrease over the 2013 estimate of 41,876. Historical 
trends indicate a 60/40 split between based and transient operations, yielding 25,126 and 16,750, 
respectively for 2016. The committee finds the data collection methods inaccurate at best and 
recommends the County seek other alternate methods to better record actual operations at the airport.  
 
 

 

 
Figure 9 Newly Built Hangars and Technology Incubator Foundation 
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Rotary Wing Support (a) The Maryland State Police Aviation Command continues to provide critical 
community services through Trooper 7 located at the airport. According to the Aviation Command, 
Trooper 7 flew 486 medevac, 18 search and rescue, and 35 law enforcement missions out of the airport 
in calendar year 2017 for a total of 539 missions. Trooper 7 continues to enhance airport security by 
providing a continuous law enforcement presence.  
 

 
Figure 10 Maryland Trooper 7 

 
(b) MedSTAR Transport, a non-profit service based out of MedSTAR Washington Hospital Center, 
provides enhanced response times to better assist critical care patients in the Southern Maryland region. 
According to their Director of Operations, MedSTAR flew 750 missions out of the airport in 2017.  
 
 

 
Figure 11 MedSTAR 

Navigational Aids - (a) The Automated Weather Observation Station (AWOS) passed a thorough 
FAA field inspection on October 4, 2017. The MAA continues to fund the AWOS connectivity to the 
national FAA weather database.  
(b)For Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) operations, St. Mary’s County airport is serviced by non-precision 
GPS navigational aids. IFR approach and departure operations are:  

RNAV GPS RWY 11 approach  

RNAV GPS RWY 29 approach  
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(c) While a GPS WAAS signal is available via Channel 70502 W11A, the GPS approaches have not been 
developed for CAT II approach minimums and are currently restricted to a decision height of 298 feet 
Above Ground Level (AGL). 
(d) The Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) for R/W 29 was damaged on April 21, 2017 and 
replaced on November 6, 2017.  The FAA will be commissioning the new PAPI in early 2018.  
(e) On October 17, 2016, the County signed a support letter to MAA for an Automatic Dependent 
Surveillance Broadcast (ADS-B) demonstration project to test a ground station at 2W6 for coverage 
from approach altitude to the airport surface.  
 
Airport Rules, Regulations, and Minimum Standards –The current Airport Rules and Minimum 
Standards were adopted in 1994. They are in desperate need of update and have materially impacted the 
ability to obtain services at 2W6.  The County, Airport Advisory Committee and Community have been 
struggling since October 2013 to develop an update acceptable to all. A proposed but imperfect update 
to the Airport Rules and Minimum Standards were made public in October 2013. Numerous written 
comments were received from the public and submitted to the County in April 2014.  A change in the 
County philosophy recommended creating a statutory Count Airport Ordinance that provides a 
regulatory operating framework.  With this new direction, the Airport Advisory Committee, with public 
participation, developed a final draft of a proposed Airport Ordinance and Airport Rules in 2017. The 
MAA and FAA have reviewed the 2017 draft with no comments. The 2017 draft was reviewed by the 
County Attorney which is part of the formal process of updating the County Ordinance. It is our 
understanding that the County will issue an Airport Ordinance after the public hearing process is 
complete. The Airport Rules and the Airport Minimum Standards will become subordinate to the 
Airport Ordinance and maintained by DPW&T.  The Committee will monitor the final process through 
completion. 
  

 
Figure 12 2W6 Boundaries Outlined in Red 
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CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED OR EXPECTED  
 

 The AAC recognizes the challenges faced by the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County and the 
DPW&T Director, especially with only limited financial resources and staffing available. The 
Committee will search for ways to increase both a revenue stream and a means to recognize and 
enhance the economic value of the airport.  

 The AAC recognizes the unique operational demographics of the airport when attempting to 
write appropriate rules and minimum standards. The committee will continue to engage the 
airport public, monitor and make recommendations to the County on necessary changes needed 
to bring those standards up to date and be aligned with the actual airport requirements.  A 
specific need is for adequate maintenance providers while meeting the economic non-exclusivity 
requirements mandated by the Airport’s Federal grants.   

 Continued monitoring of development within the Airport Environs and in the vicinity of the 
airport property to provide sound technical recommendations to the Commissioners of St. 
Mary’s County in order to protect the County’s and the FAA’s substantial investment in this 
important public asset.  

 Work with the Department of Economic Development (DED) to understand and address the 
economic viability, diversity in services provided, and improving the marketing of the Airport as 
a regional asset for all of Southern Maryland.  

 The AAC recognizes the dramatic nationwide decrease in pilots over the past few decades and 
the implications for national defense, commercial air transportation, business aviation, and our 
local airport.  For example, the FAA issued 50,458 new Private Pilot certificates in 1980 and only 
16,473 in 2015, a decrease of nearly 70%.  It’s evident that a shortage of pilots is detrimental to 
the future of general aviation and general aviation airports such as St. Mary’s County Regional, 
and we should do all we can to generate interest in aviation and turn this trend around.     

 
RECOMMENDED PLANS FOR THE FUTURE  
 

 First and Foremost is the need to complete and implement the update to the Airport Rules and 
Minimum Standards to foster a full service competitive environment for Maintenance and 
Specialized Aircraft Services.  This will be an immediate boon to the aircraft based at St. Mary’s 
and should also serve to attract others to partake of those businesses.  

 The Committee continues to fully support the goals and objectives of the 2002 Airport Master 
Plan and is pleased to see that some of the projects are nearing completion such as wetlands 
mitigation and engineering efforts for Airport Road and Lawrence Hayden Road relocation. The 
Committee is eager to see continued strong effort and evidence of progress to bring the major 
projects, the taxiway relocation and runway extension, to completion within the next five years. 
It has been 12 years since the Airport Master Plan has been updated. The committee 
recommends that a review of an updated Master Plan be developed to account for and address 
the county and NAS Patuxent River growth.  

 The Committee has reviewed and concurs with the Airport Operations action items that have 
been integrated with the DPW&T’s Strategic Plan. The Committee will continue to monitor and 
address these issues as presented for recommendation and/or action. Specific Action Items of 
particular interest to the Committee are as follows:  

 Develop an Airport Business/Finance Plan that is integrated with the Airport Master Plan and in 
conjunction with the DED. As the County deals with growth, budget challenges, and FAA 
requirements, it is essential the County has a vision on how to manage this essential resource.  
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 Once the runway is extended, “open” up the southwestern portion of the airport for 
development by extending water and sewer with County funding resources as shown in the 
capital improvement plan.  

 Synchronize the planning and construction of the Lawrence Hayden Road relocation project 
with the County-wide Transportation Plan and other development on the area, to ensure 
consistency.  

 Work with the Public Safety Director to provide annual updates of the disaster preparedness 
plan. 

 Ensure increased safety for pilots, aircraft, persons and properties through the review and update 
of existing safety processes. 

 Pursue and obtain all required navigation and obstruction removal easements. 

 Establish an Airport Operations Manual and define appropriate airport management practices in 
concert with the pending approval of the rules and minimum standards. 

 Track and monitor and assist new activities on the airfield to ensure they are conducted with all 
notifications, permits, and notice. Streamline and facilitate the process of allowing new 
businesses to operate on the airfield in a timely manner. 

 The Committee will continue to work with the County, Airport Tenants and Public to evaluate 
and provide recommendations on the Airport Layout Plan, identify additional areas for tie-down 
spaces and consolidate parking areas where available in order to meet current and future 
demand. 

 Pursue, procure and commission airport rotating beacon operations for daytime Instrument 
Flight Rules (IFR). 

 Replace and upgrade the existing AWOS radio system. 

 Seek FAA funding for the installation of an Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast (ADS-
B) antenna so as to facility 978 MHz ADS-B broadcast to aircraft during ground operations. 
This will serve to increase safety in flight operations by providing pilots with weather, traffic, 
airspace, and other critical information prior to takeoff and during air traffic pattern operations.  

 Continue to work with the MAA Office of Regional Aviation Assistance to develop the proof of 
concept for the ADS-B demonstration project at the airport per the County’s letter of October 
17, 2016. 

 

 
 

 


